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CHAFTER IX
WHO SHE Was

At last!'" oried Maxey. He had been
putting the finishing touches to s sketch
in the light from the bay window in the
front room and threw down his crayon
to utter this exclamation. Dr. Lamar
bad just told him that the time had
oome to question Annetta

“But in saying this, ' the physician
continned, ‘]l want you distinotly to
undarstand that she is still in a very
delicate state. This examination must
bo conduncted judicionsly, and it must
stop at the first symptoms on her part of
undne agitation or exclitement. At the
same timo I am going to bo perfectly
frank with you, Juling, and confess that
[ wa more afraid of you than of thg
strength of the reminiscences, This wild
eyed exhilaration in which you oceca-
sionally indulge is as communioative to
a nervons tempernment os the mensles,
Your principal fault is that your pulse
rises too quickly. That will do now.
They're coming. "'

There was o knock at the door,
“Coming!"" echoed Maxey.
didn't you tell me so at onoe?"
His chicef tronble at this moment was
his bair and his necktie, the first of
which had risen ia n combative manner,
while the sccond somehow had srrived
at o decidedly demoralized condition
Maxoy had time only to make one or
two frantic dashes at ench when the
door leadding from the little vestibule to
the back parlor was pushed open and a
playiul voice snid:

“‘May wo come in?"’

The nrtist was o trifle confused by the
snddenness of the arrival and blushed
like n girl, all of which several symp-
toms on his part nmused the philosophio
physician very much. But Maxey was
nn artist, und he soon forgot his embar-
rassment in his ndmiration of the pie-
ture that woa presented to him.  The
two girls stood in the doorway with
their arms about each other, Miss Dye
had already reganined her color, and her
eyes sparkled with the retarn of health.
They were .about of a size, and both
were dark, but there was enongh differ-
ence in their faoos still to make an effect-
ive contrast, * Even Lamar, who was not
an artist, was awnre that his heart was
beating a trifle faster, but like most of
his deeper emotions this wns a faot
known only to himself.

“Bhall we sit here on thesofa?'" Ellen
nsked,

“Sofn? No. Here, herel Lot her sit
here by the window," cried Maxey,
*“‘swhere sho can see the rivor, "'

“Why, the ungrateful rescal already
hos eyes for only une, and she, except
from a medical point of view, the least
interesting, "' thonght Lamar,

Btill he oonght to have been content,

“Why

.| for this forethonght of Maxey's permit-

ted him to take n chair near his own
preference.

Muxey sat beside his easel in » posi-
tion from which he could look into the
faces about him.

Annette was just beginning to get
sufficiently used to her new friends and
her new home to be eagy and natural in
their presence. Her shyness had been
wonderful, and it had taken a long
time to conguer it. But now she sat
easily and gracefully by the window, a
faint smile on her parted lips, enjoying
the boundless prospect. Maxey gazed
upon her with andisguised admiration

““You are Jooking so much better to-
day, Miss Dye,'’ he said in a burst of
enthusiasm,

“1 am glad to hear that, " she replied,
with @ look of pleasure. ‘It makes me
begin to hope that the time is not far
away when I shall be strong and able
to go towaork at something and in some
faint way repay you all for your groat
kindness. '

Bhe glavced furtively at Maxey's
aketch, The artist obseryed the look.

“You like art?"’

*In my poor way, yes, but I know so
They were foolish
enongh once to fancy 1 had talent for

" drawing. I learned what I eould from

books, A good lady who had been visit-
ing my mother noficed some little
sketches I had made, and she was so
pleased with them that she promised to
give me lessons, She was very kind, was
she not? Perhaps I might have learned
to make a pleasing picture, but I lost
her gs I lost every friend I ever hagd. ™

A painfal expression drove away all
at anoe the lrightness and animation in
Annefte’'s conntenance, She turned her
head to hide her tears. This little scene
filled Moxey with consternation, and
even the loyal Ellen felt a momentary
suspicion. The doctor alone remained
perfectly calm. He spoke, and his rich
strong voice had a consolation for all
three of his hearers:

*‘But this same lady afterward wrote
you a letter, did she not?"’

“A letter? No, sin.”

“Very recently, I mean]”

Annette instan*ly became pale. She
gpoke in a low voice and with an expres-
sion which gave them all a chill at the
heart, for at that moment they saw the

80 | £100 which had looked forth from the

little bed in the aloove room. Fortunate-
ly it was only the expression of an in-
stant. If it had lasted longer, Dr. Lamar
would certainly have broken np the con-
ference, But it was evidently ounly the
transient résnlt of the shock to a mind
which finds fself suddenly brought face
to face with n forgotten horrar.

“"Yea, yes," she snid in a faint voice,
“I romember it now. She wrote tome, "

‘‘Her name was Hapgood?' continued
the physician after a panse,

8he looked at him a little bewilder-

spoleon | fngly and in some degree regained her
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“1 am surprized at your knowledge,
but of course you know all abount it
Why mnot? You have probably seen
my"'— She hesitated and finally said,
“Mr. Dye."

The physician in his calra manner
asked another guestion:

““Is there any reason why this Mrs,
Hapgood shonld nate you?'"

*‘Hate me? What a dreadful idea! Bhe
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wes the sonl of kindness. 1w =0 little
to hor indeed that I wns quite sare she
must have fargotton all about ma. Ours
was only the acquaintance of three days
st tho Somerset hotel, where my mother
took me, and two yoars have pussed sinee
then, "

“'8he s a very old 1Ady, " put in Max-
ley. **Undoubtedly that is the explans-
tion. 8be forgot her—at least so mach
that the name Annette recalled nothing
It is perfoctly possible When you got
the letter which you supposed came from
her, you thought It was very strange,
but still yon went to moet her on the
beach road?*

Annette looked into tho artist’s face
and shoddered, but the tone in which
she spoke was more the voloe of desola-
tion than of horror,

My good, kind friends, it is due to
yon that Irecall nll this, however much
it mins me. 1 have tried not to think
of the past while I bavébeen here, but
it is too black a'shadow ever to let me

Said Maxey eagerly, **When you have
told the story onve, you need never refer
to it again. "’

*“I do not complain. It was my mis-
fortune to be born under it . F do not
wish to conceal anything Indeed 1
thought this letter very strange, but I
was #0 unhappy that anything was bet-
ter than the suspense. I had nobody to
advise me. If I was imprudent, it was
not wholly strange after the life I was
leading, I got the letter in the morning,
and at noon I had decided togo. I enme
to the hotel on the beach road jnst be-
foro sundown. I had expected to find it
just as I had seen it oneos before—full of
people and stiv. It wns a shock to me to
soo it closed and deserted. It was vory
cold. At first I walked up and down the
road, but after awhile, becoming tired,
I rested mysolf on o seat by the way-
pide. It grow durk very fast after the
sun went down, nnd my heart misgave
me that I had done wrong tocome. The
voean sounded o loncsome moaning
way below me, and it awoke snch & for-
lorn feeling in wy heart that 1believe 1
wras foolish enough to ery as I sat thers
to think how miserable and friendless 1
Whs,

“What first bronght me to myself
was the realization that the tears were
almost freezing on my cheeks and that
it would soon be quite dark. I started
up and looked along the road. There had
been but fow passers, but now 1 saw a
man coming down on the side next to
me, and'l wnited for him to pass. He
was so muffled up that I conld only see
his eyes, and I thought he acted some-
what strangely. He surely saw me, but
he turned his head away quickly when
I looked at him, as though he did not
wish to meet my glance. Then I began
to realizo what a danger I might be run-
ning slone at this hour in this deserted
place. I watched him fearfully as he
went on, and I gaw him look around to-
ward me once or twice, and finally he
crossed over and came back again on the
other side of the way. This really
frightened me, but ns he seemed to be
going by I thonght I would wait till he
got past and then run for safety with all
my might. I started out for this pur-
pose, but I had ron but a little way
when I heard o sleigh coming very fast
from the direction the man had gone,
from the direction of the city. I thought
by the sound the horses must be running
away. I stepped back to the wall to be
out of harm's reach, but it was only a
man, driving rapidly. It wasnotso dark
that I could not see him. He wore one
of those caps which let down over the
face, with an oval alit for the eyes. Be-
fore he got to me he began to rein in
the horses, They stopped so quickly that
I hardly realized what was happening.
He was ont of the sleigh and coming to-
ward me almost before I really knew
it. I did not even then fully understand
that I was the cbieet of his attack, and
when I did I had not the power to ay
ont.

**He seized me with terrible strength,
putting a cold gloved hand over my eyes
and mouth and forcing me backward
across the wall. 1 was faint with fear,
and his glove pressed me so tightly that
1 could not breathe, I struggled to get
my face free, but he held me too firmly.
Heo pushed me down in the cold mmow.
He got my arms under his knees and
burt me terribly. Then Ifelt his free
hand searching my pockets. The rest is
all a blank to me. I must have lost my
gensed ot that moment. Isopposed I had
s fever, for ITawoke in the hospital with
a strange dizziness in my head. "

Her voice censed suddenly, and each
of the three listeners drew a gigh of re-
lief. Even Lamar iiad avertod his face
lest she ghould see how interested he
wos.  She anlone was free from exoite-
ment.  The associations aroused in her
mind by her recollections seemed ouly
to make her ntterly sad and cast down.
She did not need to tell them in so many
words that her life had been very un-
happy and unsatisfactory.

Maxey was breathless to know what
the cantions physician would next do
He was afraid be would think that An-
nette had dwelt long enough on gloomy
things forone day. To his intense relief
Dr. Lamar seemed disposed rather to
enconrage her to talk.

‘Yours was o narrow escape, Miss
Dye, ' he gaid, *'and one for which your
friends must all be very gratefol. '

The pathetic expression in the pale
face deepensd. <

“‘My friends! All I have are with
here. 1 have no others; no, not one.”

The tone was so forlorn and desolate
that Miss Maxey's eyes filled with tears.

“‘SBurely, surely, this cannot be!"

“‘Ah, it seems strange to you becanse
your life has always been bright and
bappy. You cannot understand. Even
n the little time I have been in your
pleasant home that old life of mine has
begun to seem like o dream. It comfort-
ed me 80 to have escaped from it that I
have done all 1 could to forget it."

*‘But yon must have had s good home
and refining influences. That is betray-
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mother?’ suggested
“Yea, you, 1 sball always call
My mother! Forgive me for
told you all abwat it before,
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a little time Annetto was able to
cobarently,

“If I had ot always been so seawiti
and so bashful, it wonld not have mat.
tered 50 much, but it was so hard for
mo to make friende I had always to
wait for sutmebody else to take the initia-

*‘Separated? By whom?"

“By—by Mr. Dye Ho did not wish

mo to have friends, I am sure. I hope 1
do not wrong him, but I think so, be-
canse nothing disturbed him more than
to find me & lking with o stranger, My
mother pitied my isclation, and she of-
ten tried to intercst in me companions
of my own age, and then the informa-
tion wonld come that wo were to ‘break
up our little home again and go to some
distant place to live. That is why I'had
no friends We staid so short o time in
any city, we changed onr living place
s often—] cannot say home—I never
knew what that word really meant till
I came heve' But I am oply mystifying
you, my kir=! friends I should tell you
what I know of myself from the begin-
ning.
““Way back, beyond all that I cam
really remember, there is n vagoe, im-
perfect sense of something different,
which comes to me most vividly some-
times when [ am not trying to think of
it. But my first distinet recollection is
of playing with my little rag doll at a
window, very high up, looking ont aver
the roofs, Mr. and Mra. Dye were with
me, nnd I ealled them father and moth-
er. I always wos afraid of him, and he
avoided me, bat I loved my mother with
the strength of & double passion. I can
dimly remember that ot that time both
of them were rather different in their
looks from what they secmed in later
years. Mr Dye has changed greatly.
He usérl to be very well dressed and
careful of his appearance. That was be-
fore he took s0 greatly to drink. Now
ho seems to have no care My mother
was pale, slight and gad, Bhe wept co
much when I first recolleet her that ber
eyes were always red. Her hushand made
her very unhappy. He never used vio-
lence toward ecithor of na He rather
seemed to pity us, bnt there is an un-
kindness that is quite as deep us the un-
kinduess of hard words nnd blows. He
was o silent snd moody man and was
very little in the honse,

“Inoticed ns soon ns Iwesold enough
to notice at all that he did not like to
have me even look at him. I sometimes
caunght him watching me furtively, but
a8 soon ns he saw that I knew it he
would turn away guickly. If it was not
80 abdurd, I shonld have believed he was
afraid of me. And so my mother was o
broken hearted woman., But the less she
had in commeon with her husbapd the
more she devoted herself to me. She of-
ten told me that she lived only for me,
and when I think how feeble she was
and what a strmggle existence was to
her I cannot help believing she told the
truth. She taught me all I know. She
saved her pemnies and went without
clothes to buy me books In the long
days and evenings when we were en-
tirely alone we read and studied to-
gether. We had to devise places to hide
our literary treasures, for whenever he
found o book he sold it and kept the

| money. More than once our entire little

library, obtnined at so much cost and
paing, was missed by us in the morning.

**I should not have been unhappy but
for the little kmowledge of the world
and its ways that my reading gavs to
me, It made me feel the degradation of
my position. All the time my mother
was becoming paler and feebler every
day. Finally she took toher bed. I—I
attended her. ™

It was with difficulty that Annette
controlled horself sufficiently to go on.
But her resolntion conquered her natural
emotion. She was even ahle to speak in
a ealm vaice.

‘‘Before she died ghe told me that I
wis not her child. It was a secret she
could not carry away with her. Bhe had
often and oftéen begged her busband to
tell her who I was, but he never wonld
One night when I was not 2 years old
Mr. Dye had placed me in her arms, and
in a horried and agitated manner had
told her that Iwas to be their child
thenceforth, add that we three were to
begin traveling about the.country the
very next day. Before that time he had
been very good to her, but somehow my
coming estranged them. The gulf that
begun then has been widening between
them ever since. He had loved her once,
she said, and there she was breathing
out her last breath in my arms, while
he was away with degraded men, care-
less what became of her. Hehad at last
frightened her by declaring that if she
ever told anybody I was not their child
it wonld bring him to the gallows. Then
she believed that the secret must be ter-
rible indeed, and for years she had not
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settled. That was what made my life so
unbearable. It was enoagh to feel the
desolation of my mother's death, but to
have him always absent or sitting in
the same room without a word, without
"a look for me, that wos terrible Aud
still we moved about I conld not bear
to remain shut up all the time, and one
night despair gave mo conrage to throw
myself apon his morey, to tell him iy
unhappiness and to beg Lim for a re-
lease, I thought if he conld allow me to
go out to work as a servant in o family
where I conld earn my bread even that
wonld be better than this, for this was
warse than desth itself,

‘‘He heard me out in astonished si-
lence and averted his head to reply in o
voico that trembled: *Yon nre my daugh-
ter, Annetto. The law makes me respon-
sible for you until you are 21. I must
continue to take care of you' Thew 1
told him, for the first time, that I knew
his secret I was not his doughter. If

“I told him that I knew his scoret.” >
he did not let me go, I should myseli
appeal for aid tosome charitable person.
The fact that we had just come back to
the city, where I had met the kind lady,
Mra. Hapgood, made me think of her,
and I spok¢ of her. Hoseomod utterly
overwhelmed, and when I saw the
strange pallor that my rash words had
brought into his face my anger died awsy
at once. I remembered what my mother
had told me about his fear of the gal-
lows, and I thought there might be truth
in it. I was frightened. That was only
the day before I got the letter that took
mo to the hotel at Bomerset. "'

“That is enough for that,” said La-
mar. ‘It is not necessary that you
ghonld allow your mind to dwell mnoch
upon the unpleasant past. Choose the
bright things, Miss Dye, if you must
think of it at all, and let the rest go
However, I wish to esk you a question
or two, if yon don’t mind. In the firsé
place, were you feeling well and strong
previons to the 9th of December last,
when you made your unfortunate visit
to Somerset?’

“‘Not really well, sir. Ithad been in-
creasing for some monthe. I think if I
had been well 1 shanld not have felt so
deeply the lonesomeness of my situation.
My head troubled me greatly, and at
times I soffered from an overwhelming
feeling of despair and melancholy, which
I am sure was not natural to my dispo-
sition. "’

““Then as to your sight. Could you
not call up the face of an absént persen
most vividly before yonr mind, and
shutting your eyes sometimes almost
persuade yourself that that person was
standing before you?'*

Amnette suddenly became very pale
Bhe looked at the physician, agitated
and amazad.

“Why—why, how could you know
that, sir?’ she stammered. She seemed
so excessively troubled and alarmed that
everybody utfered an exclamation of
surprise. In a fow moments, however,
ghe had partly recovered, and then she
at ance went on in s hurried manner,
much as if she were trying to get awny
from a dangerous topic as fast as possi-
ble.

““‘Indead I never forgot faces nor any-
thing else that I saw that intorested me.
Sometimes such a thing would hannt
me for daye. I suppose it was my lone-

60 much interest in what Isaw about
me when I was young. I studied over
them till they almost beoame & part of
me—at least I fancied so. Bometimes
when anything had impressed itself
strongly on my mind it would come
into my sleep night after night until it
really terrified me with its vividnesa
And really, Dr. Lamar, I should like to

disease?’ '

Bhe put the question anxiously, as it
it were a most momentons ane

*‘Oh, no, not at all, npt at alll’ said

the physician quickly, believing that he
had alarmed her, though the fact seemed

Imow if you consider this a part of my |
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BUILDING STONE,

andasllsizesaf

Foundation Block Stone,
Thiesen, Hildred & Co.

VYV VYVvVYVYY

ESTABLISHED 1860e===t—-

(. B REYNOLDS,
o LARD ARD e

INSURANCE OFFIGE!

NAPULEON, OHI(.

@
Money to Loan.

o suméof #1,000 and apwards on five
yours time.

Ao fire, lifennd scclidentallnsurance,

All losses promp by sdins ted.

No loesever contented in tolxsgency,

Ofice over Geo. Hahn's clothing store,
opposite Conrt Honae.

NAPOLEON, OHIO.

YV VYV VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVa
MM‘AA‘A‘AAAAJLAAAAAA

E
E

NAPOLEON

Rrewing Go.

BEEWFRS OF

LAGER BEER.

FAMILIES SUFPF1LED WITH

BOTTLED BEER!

OtSBaperior ExcellenceandQuality .

liness and isolation that mademe take | LY %adse

i iommemmguren s gttt ot
S h e

DR. J. 8. HALY
Fhysician - and m.m' -,
*.5.mmme €., Banmaso
HARRISON & SON,
Physicians and Surgeons.,
Onw’.”:-:runwumm
LA, E. H MAERKER

NAFOLEON, OHIO,

T Getor dous Cot o/ S Go' Beak,
De. GEO. R. TEEPLE,
Oasario vwm...,'m
T ovin s & Doty oy, oos sewse. 08
DR. KARL H. KOLBE,

| Ontarie Veterinary Collegs, Toronto, Can

'_I'lll'l‘llﬂn--am-udum., Offics
..ag:-mﬁ“mmm: sis0 ia his

ATTORNEYS.
MARTIN KNUPE,

Attorney atLaw,
NAPOLRBOX,0OHIO,
UI'HCI No.%,Vouke'nBlock,Jecond Floe

R. W, Qamrr., Janzs Dusovan.
CAHILL & DONOVAN,

Attorneys at Law,

NAPOLEON, OH1D,

FFICE on ground flioor one door East of
O Ouoyer's hardwars stors, Washington strect.

F. M. RUMMELL,

ATTORNEY AT LAW,
NAPOLEON, OHIO,

FFIOE on Washi
3 o Dry Gﬂn mua over Norden

F. D. PRINTIS,
Attorney at Law,
NAPOLEON, OHIO.
MONEY TO LOAN,.
’Elghnﬂ‘::cmpﬂ lh‘.ll.om Willlam Bpeng-

THOS. A. CNWAY,

Attorney at L.aw,

NAPOLEON, OHIO,

ollpctions promptiy stsunded to. Offles
[ B perpeot e

C. .F FREASE
Attorneyat L.aw,

fice in Frease block, |
0 - v , opposite court houss,

JUSTICES.

J, P. DUNBAR,
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE

And Pension Agent,
Enagwn mmhqcnn county, Ohlo. Post-

JOSEPH WEIBLE,

Notary Publicand Insar-

ance Agent.
FLORIDA,HEENRY COUNTY,0HIO,

D:lnl.l sndContractsdrawn . Ag"t
fortheold and reliable Phoenlix Inw. Co.,0

Hartford andaiso agent forthe People’sMutual
Bemefit Ansociation, of Westarville, Ohlo.o}!
businesspromptly attended to,

J. F. KINSTLE,
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE

NEW BAVARIA, OHIO,
Collections a Specialty.
S ———————

MISC ELLANEOUS.
L. BR. HUSTON,

TONSORIAL ARTIST !

Shoy opposite Beimr's boot sud shoe store,
Perry Street, N o, Olitlo. Special atten-
tion to country 8 moh2-gi.tt

GEO. W. VALENTINE,

Fashionable Barber and Hair
Dresse~_

OUM Bouth aile of Was Bt,, nexi
door to k:!bwhlndumm. e

NAPOLRON, OHI10.

PHILIP WEBB,

Fashionable Barberand Hair
Dresser,

PPOSITEBItzerblock, PerrrSt. , Napolaon
Obm.nuumm‘m-ork' n:l';alul

CEQC. F. CURDES,
Confectioner and Baker,

eepreonstant|yon handfreshbakerygoodsand
“K ln;;uonluﬁom.h- eream.bythediahor

BakeryEastofBagine Honse,

W. G. COOVER,

as usual, on the track with
1 of

Coolk Stoves
Coal and Wo

Heaters,

| everything in the shape of a stove.
Also,

Paints, Oi].sPVa.rmsha' s and

Roofing and Bpouting done on short
notice. - Call on him before buying.
Look for the big padlock or

|W. G. COOVER.
| INO. DIEMER.

—Propelotorof—a

NAPOLEON NEAT MARKET

ate. Farmars
i desand peltafor sale

J.8. AUGUSTINE,
N APOLEOK, OHIO.

R R, -




